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Tecumseh Recreational Soccer Club

Box 178, 13300 Tecumseh Rd. E. Tecumseh, Ont. N8N-4R8
Website: www.tecumsehsoccerclub.org/

Format Changes – 2011 Season

This coming soccer season you may notice some changes to the way soccer matches are played. Two key changes that will be instituted in the 2011 season are; for the younger age groups there will be fewer players on the field and the playing area will be smaller.

Why are we doing this? Well, two reasons – development and fun. With the 11v11 matches the field is much larger and the number of “touches” of the ball that a player gets is diminished. Players cannot develop if they cannot touch the ball. As well, when players don’t touch the ball they do not feel like they are contributing to their team and are not having very much fun. 

A recent Manchester United study of small-sided games noted that participants had, on average, 135% more passes made, 260% more scoring attempts, 500% more goals scored, 225% more 1v1 encounters and 280% more dribbling. So this season you will see the following format changes: 

· Ages 4, 5 & 6 – 4v4 and no goalie;

· Ages 7-10 – 7v7;

· Ages 11 & 12 – 9v9; and

· Age 13 and older – 11v11.

Numerous studies have shown and the lack of players at the older ages illustrates that when serious competition commences at too young an age players become burned out and the game is no longer is fun. With this in mind, our coaches, especially at the younger ages, will be encouraged not to constantly correct and direct play on the field but to allow the kids to just play and have fun. Winning must not be allowed to prevail over having fun and player development. 
We are confident that these changes will have a positive affect on your child’s soccer experience this season. Should you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact the Club at our website, http://tecumsehsoccerclub.org.
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